
RACISM, TACTICS, ANDTH E ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT 


The movement to stop the war should be a movement of 
resistance. The powers that be will not listen to patient pleas for 
peace/alternative foreign policy. They will only respond to our 
organized power and ability to raise the costs of this war through 
domestic upheaval and distruption of the war effort. 

Most importantly, this movement cannot be just a “peace" 
movement. It is part of a larger struggle for a world halfway worth 
living in, a movement which efforts to stop the systems which 
make wars like this possible. 

The issue of 
racism, whether it’s 
anti-Arab racism here 
and in the Middle 
East, or institutional 
racism at home is at 
the center of this war, 
whether white liberals 
want to face it or not. 

Many white 
liberals, especially in 
the press, have failed 
to see that a 
legitimate anti-war 
leadership has been 
emerging, and it is 
composed of many 
people of color, who 
have been doing right- 
on organizing in the 
community, raising 
the real issues that have to be dealt with, and making people 
(especially white people) confront their role in the war. 

There are many reasons why people are choosing not to be 
actively involved in the anti-war struggle. But the most important 
one is that too many people stand to profit from this war, whether 
they are conscious of it or not. They are unwilling, or afraid, to 
take the stand against the larger forces, especially racism and 
classism, which are at the core of the war in the Middle East and 
the war at home. 


At the same time, the predominanantly white “action faction" 
type radicals must indeed take a close look at their (or our)tactics. 
Is militancy alone going to stop the war? It is now obvious that 
even if the media weren’t so blatantly self-censored, the “masses" 
still wouldn’t rise up in outrage and demand fundamental 
reconstruction of this sick society. 

If the militants of the anti-war movement are truly committed 
to effecting radical change, then we must do what we believe is 
necessary to create that change. If that means redefining our 


commitment to militant direct action tactics, then so be it. As 
legitimate and attractive as corporate property destruction is, 
thought must be given as to whether, at this stage, these tactics 
are worth the risk. Could energy not be better spent educating 
and organizing to encourage a broader movement oriented 
towards more militant actions rather than simply emulating 
ineffective tactics of past generations? 

A first step will be to examine our own class, race and gender 
assumtions. Our choices of tactics stem directly from our 

CONT. on back page 
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Woman Arrested for Covering 
Her Face, Cops say Welcome 
to Oakland 

Oakland- I exited the 12th St Bart station on 
Monday to attend the ACT-UP action. Instead of 
seeing a large demo, there was only 15 or 20 
dispersed people but over hundred cops. They were 
in the streets and on the roofs around 14th St and 
Broadway. 

I went to meet several friends on the comer. 
Five cops immediately marched over to us and 
requested to examine our backpacks and hand over 
some ID. We refused, and a friend wearing a kafia 
over her face was immediately busted. Another 
friend, whose first reaction was to come to her aid, 
was violently pushed away and told not to step any 
closer or else she would go to jail. The cops told us 
that in Oakland during wartime it was illegal to conceal 
one's face, and that they had the right to search 
people. They told us that they expected someone to 
come with a bomb. They said that if we refused we 
would be arrested. When we again refused they 
moved to bust us, so we gave in. They thoroughly 
searched my bag, and even examined my shampoo 
bottle. I protested that all this was a violation of my 
rights.but one cop just said "I know, welcome to 
Oakland." I also commented how ridiculous it was to 
be fighting for a country where women get wipped for 
not covering their face, while here they get arrested 
for coving their face. Again, officer bumsweat.gave 
me the same, less than warm welcome. They took all 
our names, videotaped us, and ran us for outstanding 
warrants. 

Upon being let go, we quickly tried to return! 
into the Bart station, I was again stopped and given 
the exact same treatment as before, this time for only 
ten minutes. I have heard similar reports from friends, 
some being stopped up to three times. 


Slingshot is a bi-monthly student/community 
k radical newspaper. The views expressed herein \ 
always represent at least one persons views, and \ 
often have something to do with the Slingshot 
collective. 

We operate on a shoestring budget (i.e. we are 
seriously in debt). We meet weekly and are hoping 
to be able to keeo printing issues. This is very 
important, given that our country is again a| war. 
Give us some money. The ASUC did, once, and 
now we are obligated to write: 

Th.* puMatien i« not m office! pubicolon of the ASUC or tie UC. The rows oxprouad town n t» ***, of 
(« eny. They are not tt«« of tie ASUC not tie Unn»r«rty of Caifema Beffc^ey.* 

Whatever. Anyway, we meet at 7:00 on 
Sunday nights at 612 Eshleman Hall. 

January 31, 1991 
Circulation 3,000 Vol 1, INo 41 
Mailing: 700 Eshlelman Hall 
UC Berkeley 94720 
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Estimates tell us that over 65% of the frontline US troops 
are of Black and Third V/orld heritage. The island of Puerto 
Rico has been emptied of some 75,000 young people who are 
now facing death in the Persian Gulf. At $2 billion a day, the 
war is demonically stealing the future resources of youth of 
color. And beyond that, soon we will have living examples of 
psychological destruction -the unique destruction that comes 
from killing “foreigners" who look nothing like the enemies their 
peoples have been fighting for five hundred years. 

It is clear that youth of color will have no dignity in this 
emerging new world order. They will not share in the 
increased flow of petrodollars into banks and oil companies. 
They will not research and design new high tech weapons. And 
they will not live in the wonderbread suburban homelands for 
professionals and managers who work in skyrises, the financial 
districts and Silicon Valley. 

But they are already dying for it. And not only on the' 
battlefields but also from ail the redirected social spending. 
The Black Scholar has estimated that by the year 2000, 70% 
of all Black men will be dead or in jail or in the throes of 
substance abuse. Underneath the new world order lies this 
perverse final solution to Americas so-called "race problem." 

We should therefore not be surprised by the militance of 
today's young Third V/orld working class, a militance brilliantly 
manifested in hard-hitting rap music. But as surely that 
militance comes out of deferred dreams for dignity and 
security, it continues to be met with brutal state repression. 

V/e can take the example the Oakland Tech High School 
protest at the beginning of January. Here at this high school of 
almost only black and Third V/orld students, a spontaneous 
march erupted down the main avenue. Most of the students 
had relatives or friends in the Gulf. But almost as soon as the 
march began, the ever present police violently began random 
arrests. Some authorities used the word "nigger"; others cut 
the hands of young women and men as they were handcuffed. 
Many were kept in prison for hours. And all were released 
without charge after several hours in custody. 




Some other UCB students and I went to Oakland Tech it e 
day after. As we attempted to contact the participating 
students, we were told that we were loitering. And when we 
found a sympathetic teacher, the school dean broke into the 
class and asked for us to leave. The teacher announced that 
we were guests, and we were able to speak with different 
students. V/e discovered much. The students explained that 
police brutality aims quite consciously at breaking the will of 
students. And they noted that the police were revealing what 
was in store for those who would again attempt to participate 
in political decision making. 

The many Asian students also recognized that since they 
are always treated as somehow more foreign to this land than 
European Emigrants, it was difficult to be taken seriously in 
political discussions. V/e can only hope that Asian youth will 
soon join Chicano and Black students in struggles that will, no 
doubt, be dangerous. At the very least, the more privileged of 
us must stand witness to the continuing devastation of our 
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They say the war isn't about the price of oil. They're right. It goes a lot farther that that The war is about United 
States hegemony and the control that big businesses have over the huge profits created world oil trade. Many 
corporations and individuals profit greatly from the exporting of "petrodollars" from Middle East countries to Wall 
Street, and many more people in those countries and here suffer because of it. The role of the United States and 
our "allies" is to militarily police the flow of oil profits, to make sure oil profits continue to flow into the right hands. Here 
is some brief info on the international masters of war: 

A WALL STREET BANKS AND CORPORATIONS 
The feudal lords of the oil producing countries in the Gulf 
reap huge profits from overproducing oil. These profits are 
then given to big U.S. financial institutions who invest it for 
them, at great profit to the banks and the oil-lords. It is 
estimated that Wall Street international banks are 
overseeing over $1 trillion of oil money. These banks 
include: 

• Chase Manhattan Bank. Rockerfellers & Exxon’s bank, 
also known as the "oil bank," controls the profits of the 
Saudi Investment Bank, the Saudi Industrial 
Development Fund, and the funds of the royal family of 
Saudi Arabia 

• Morgan Guarantee Trust Co. They do banking for 
Texaco and Mobil, plus oversee the profits of the Saudi 
MonataryAuthority. 

• Citicorp Bank. They control the money of the Emir of 
Kuwait, whose portfolio is about $120 billion. 

• The oil profits are invested in two ways: Either in the 
form of 1: investments in the U.S. business community, 
i.e. construction of luxury hotels and office buildings, real 
estate purchases, and buying corporations; or 2: loans to 
the U.S. Government to pay off its huge debts of the last 
10 years of Reaganomics. 

A SAUDI AND KUWAITI ROYALTY 

The huge profits made on oil exports do not go back into the 
countries, rather they go the emirs who invest it for the 
personal profit of them and the Wall Street banks who help 
them. In the period of time between the Iraq invasion and 
December, Saudi Arabia made a $30 billion profit on the 
price of oil. 

• Most Saudi Arabians live in poverty. Arabia has a 70% 
illiteracy rate, high infant mortality rate, poor housing, 
health, education and infrastructure. 

• The majority of Arab countries have no oil. Their people 
"benefit" only as a source of low paid migrant workers for 
rich states’ oil fields - Egytians, Yemenis, Sudanese, 

Pakastanis, Palestinians - they can get deported at the 
whim of their "host," just what happened to 1 million 
Yemenis who were working in Saudi Arabia this October. 


OIL COMPANIES 

Seven of the top 20 Fortune's industrial corporations are 
oil companies (the top 20 are 
GM, Ford, Exxon . IBM, General Electric .Mobil. Philip 
Morris, Chrysler, Du Pont, Texaco . Chevron . 
Amoco.Shell. Procter and Gamble, Boeing, Occidental 
E&Qleum, United Technologies,Kodak, USX, and Dow 
Chemicals). 

Evidence enough of how the oil companies benefit is given 
by Chevron's posting of an 860% rise in profits in 1990, the 
highest rise in profits ever in Chevron's history. 

U.S. ARMS CONTRACTORS 

• The U.S. Arms industry is heavily subsidised by both the 
oil producing countries and the U.S. government. Private 
arms companies sell an average of $4 billion worth of 
arms to the Saudis, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, and UAE every 
year, and their products now constitute the number one 
U.S. export. These companies include: 

• Northrop, General Dynamics, General Electric, 
McDonnell Douglas, the Raytheon Corp (their "Patriot" 
missiles brought in $1.5 billion for them this year). 










These are all companies located in Silicon Valley, and all 
supply high-tech components for the military assault on 
Iraq. 

Of course, the use and Success 9 of these weapons in war 
will only justify the continued reliance upon military 
spending by the U.S. government. It is important to note 

that if you include the cost of arming the oil producing 
countries, the cost of oil is $170 a barrel. 

A. U.S. MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS 

• Many multinational corporations have lucrative service 
and management contracts with Gulf states. These 
include construction, communication, services, oil drilling 
and exploration. 

• Bechtel is the largest of these companies. Does 
engineering and construction of oil industry projects, 
including the constructs of an entire city in Saudi Arabia 
(Jubail, at a cost of $30 billion). Is closely connected to 
the State Department, Pentagon and CIA through its 
“partners," including John McCone, previous head of the 
CIA before Bush took over in 1974. 

• Other MNC’s include AT&T, IBM, TWA, and scores of oil 
drilling firms, including Harken Energy, George Bush Jr’s 
company. 

• USX (formerly U.S Steel) bought Marathon Oil for several 
billion dollars,this company has direct interests in the 
Gulf. USX is owned by the Rockefellers and the 
Morgans. 

• Reagan’s first secretary of state Alexander Haig had been 
a $500,000 a year president of a Morgan dominated 
defense contracting company,United Technologies. 

A WEALTHY AMERICANS ’ 1 

Upper class people in America directly profit from this war. 
Stocks have jumped since the invasion. The international 
flow of petrodollars does trickle down among the top crust 
society, but not much further down. As this war continues . 
the polarization between the rich and poor in America is at 
its worst point in history. - * 

A ISRAEL 

• The state of Israel just billed the U.S. for $13 billion for 
damages from the scud attacks. This is in addition to the 
billions the US donates in military hardware, much of 
which is used to oppress the Palestinians. Israel in effect 
acts as a “policeman" for the area, keeping the “peace" 
for U.S. interests. 



theon Co., already DasKing in 
success of its Patriot missiles, an¬ 
nounced record sales and earnings 
yesterday for the sixth straight 
year. 



WAITING 'FOAeoo 



Wednesday night following the US invasion of Iraq, many 
people were angry. Some set bonfires, smashed the windows of 
oil companies and banks, trashed an Armed Forces Recruitment 
Center, and burned a police car. 

The media jumped on these acts of property damage to label 
the angry protestors “hooligans" (a term also used by China’s 
government to label its pro-democracy demonstrators), and 
suggested that their actions could not be counted as legitimate 
anti-war statements, since they were “violent." 

What is worse, many demonstrates who chose to use 
militant tactics were abused and/or physically assaulted by 
“non-violent* demonstrators intent on keeping the demo 
“peaceful." For example, one woman spray painting a slogan on 
the Bank of America was punched by a “peaceful" 
demonstrator, photographed, and told, “bitch, we’re going to give 
this picture to the cops." 

WHAT IT TAKES TO STOP A WAR 

It is extremely important to build a broad anti-war 
consensus, to have thousands of people peacefully marching 
against the war. But as we trundle below the gleaming 
skyscrapers, the CEO’s and their executives continue life as 
usual, dictating the day-to-day policies which both cause war and 
profit from it. As we file past the Armed Forces Recruitment 
Center with peace symbols flashing, the recruiters continue to 
entice young people into military service. 

And America continues to pummel Iraq with the most bombs ever 
dropped upon any country at any time in history. 

CONT. on back page 
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The U.S. government's complete commitment to protect 
corporate interests in the Persian Gulf even i/it costs the lives 
of those it supposedly represents reveals clearly how artificial 
is the distinction usually made between government and 
| business. The myth of an independent government is 
j shattered not only by politicians' reliance on big business for 
| campaign funds but more importantly by the fact that those 
who hold high public positions are always inextricably linked to 
big business. VVHat follows is just a brief and incomplete list of 
conflicts of interests which shed some light on the madness of 
! this war. 

George Bush - He founded Zapata Petroleum, and while a 
Texas congressman, Bush maintained his position as 
director and ot suprisingly, the companies profits soared 
mightily. From being worth 6 million i 1954, the company is 
now valued at over $100 million. While Zapata petroleum 
may be considered “small" by oil company standards, Bush 
also served on the board of directors of Texas Gulf Oil, a 
subsidiary of the huge Gulf oil company, and has had close 
ties to Texaco. George Bush Jr, not to be confused with 
his infamous brother Neil, is a director, major stockholder 
and S120,000/year consultnt to Harken Energy Corp., a 
company which has grown from $6 million in 1986 to $1.1 
billion in 1989 (Houston Post, 10/7/90). 

Henry Kissinger - The man who called for a “surgical 
strike" on Baghdad has long been associated with the 
Rockefellers who control Exxon and Chase Manhatten 
bank. He now sits on the board of directors of Chase 
Manhatten, the bank in which Saudi King Fahd invests his 
petrodollars. 

James Baker III - Another oil man and long time Bush crony 
who has a long family hostory of directorships in Texas oil 
banks. Baker also has ties to Morgan Guarantee Trust 
Co., which is linked to both Mobil and Texaco, and has a 
mandatory representative on the board of the Saudi 
Monetary Fund. 

Alexander Haig - Secretary of State under Reagan, he 
presided over the government’s stated objectives that the 
Iran-iraq war remained a stalemate in the hope that they 
would destroy each other thereby allowing for the 
reimposition of U.S. puppets. He served as a 
$500,000/year president of United Technologies, a 
Morgan dominated defense contracting company. 

George Schultz and Caspar V/einberger - President 
and vice-pres, respectively of Bechtel, which has many oil 
related projects in the Middle East, including a $30 billion 
contract to build the Saudi city of Jubail. 
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CORRECTION 


Yuck! The SF Weekly - what a pathetic rag! Their 
post-invasion issue “The Roots of Peace.’ First, it ripped 
off the “roots’ from Roots Against War, using that 
headline under a picture of 63 white people and their fucking 
“peace now’ signs. -r-sj- 
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Then they go and totally disrespect the RAW 
organizers: 

Things got ugly on Tiiesday night, however; 
when another rally called by Roots Against War 
again took the Bay Bridge. By this time the cops 
were fed up. Graphic television footage showed 
Highway Patrol officers gunning their motor¬ 
cycles into the crowd. Some demonstrators 
responded by torching a CHP cruiser and 
busting out the windows of two SFPD sedans. 

This is the only mention given in the whole article given 
to RAW, a major anti-war organizing force in the last few 
months. No attention is given to the serious community 
organizing RAW focuses on; the article only attributes 
“ugly" things to RAW. Finally, the cop car wasn't even 
burned until after the war began - 24 hours after the RAW 
demo. The Slingshot, for one, does not approve of this 
mealy-assed, liberal corporate excuse of an alternative 
paper one bit! 
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Dear Person X, 

I am concerned about stopping the war because I want 
to see peace again in the Middle East. But I’m disturbed about 
the violence of the protestors. How do we make them peaceful? 

Peaceful Pete 

Well, Pete, your dilemma can be solved in a number of ways: 1) 
You can sit back and applaud our officers of the peace as they 
beat the shit out of Violent * demonstrators. 2) You can join the 
' peaceful 9 demonstrators, assault and/or scream a No Violence w 
at anybody who marches out af step with your worldview. 3) 
You can discard the sensational accounts of the corporate media 
and ask some new questions: Is property damage violent?, 
What is violence?, Who is interested fueling division in the 
movement?, What comprises a directed, effective movement?, 
etc. Take your pick. 

No Nonsense for the 90's 

Dear Person X, 

I didn't get that raise from the boss and prices are 
going up. It's hard to keep up on the car payments and I canl go 
out for dinner like I used to. I'm scared it will only get worse. 
Any helpful hints? 

Anxious in Alameda 

Person X says cooperation is the key. Find or start a 
cooperative household to cut expenses (and have fun (but not all 
is fun.)) Everybody doesnl need their own thing . Share things, j 
Learn to reuse, recycle, invent, build, repair, and scrounge. 
Extraiegally teach supermarket corporations to share (Careful: 
this bit of cost cutting may require a little lookout cooperation 
from a pal.). Once you break rigid comsumptionl thought 
patterns, options will multiply, trust me. 


Poem 

I CRY NO! 

and you conduct business as usual! 

I TALK OF DEATH! 

and you turn and walk in disgust. 

I SHOW MY ANGER 
and you silence me. 

I DISRUPT YOUR LIFE! 

and you convict me of anti-freedom. 

We are young in the heart. We realize 
the value of human life. As we see our 
lives being destroyed by corporate 
morality, we weep. 

The innocence of our mind and the youth 
of our heart has cried out to you, 
yet you seek to silence us. 

Our Anti-War statement stands strong 
as we are ready to become soldiers 
for our own fight for freedom. 

But you continue not to listen. 

You shun our actions, you condemn 
our minds, and you fuck our movement. 

We have made it clear that we stand next 
to you in the effort to stop war. 

Realizing the unity of the 60's 
we will learn from our mistakes. 

Do not mindlessly call us hippies 
because we are not. Do not arrogantly 
call us "rowdy youth" 
because we are not. We are not romantic 
revolutionaries. We are here out 
of our wisdom. We are here 
as individuals with a common thought, 
ANTI-WAR! We are here out of our 
own sadness of the suffering. 

Taken from Class War pamphlet, Seattle, 1991 
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Racism, cont. 

backgrounds. We should contmousiy attempt to avoid euro¬ 
centric, middle class, white definitions of protest behaviour, agenda 
and tactics, in our anti-war organizing (as well as the rest of life!). 
White men who want to control the show is the norm in racist, 
patriarchal Amerika. Until this changes, the white male “leaders" 
will continue to wonder why people of color and women radicals 
prefer to work on their own. 

A second step will be to respect and support the incredibly 
valuable work that people of color anti-war groups are doing at this 
time. For example, at the Roots Against War (RAW) rally in SF on 
Jan. 15, many people didn’t want to listen to the speakers, and in 
their impatience to march, completely overwhelmed the efforts of 
the organizers to connect with people of color. The many gifted 
speakers (all people of color) were roundly ignored by the 
boisterous mostly white crowd. 

Another example: the day after the war began, a group of 
Oakland High students, mostly black, marched in Oakland, and 
were violently attacked by the police, many were injured, and some 
were initially charged with serious offenses. Since most of the 
white left community has no links with politically relevant 
communities of color, general ignorance of this occurrence 
prevails. 

A third step is to learn lessons in organizing. Groups like RAW 
and Copwatch are doing types of outreach that is usually unheard 
of in the white radical community. Going to high schools to lead 
discussions, organizing directly with the community, putting 
themselves personally on the line in radio and news shews: these 
things are necessary to build a solid, educated community of 
resistance. If this is what is necessary to do at this time, then we 
had better start working on it. 

At this time, our common goal should be to build a large 
movement of resistance against the war and the systems which 
cause war. Militant direct action is but one component in this. We 
shouldn’t try to envision the “movement" as a homogeneous, 
“unified" movement, but work to support and understand eachother 
in this common goal. And we must commit ourselves to some very 
difficult, frustrating hard work if we are going to be at all successful. 

Bydavid whitemale 
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Permission, cont 

A diversity of actions , from peaceful marching to militant 
direct action is necessary to build a movement and stop the war. 
Escalation of resistance and social, political turmoil were 
essential in stopping the Vietnam war. Again our government 
fights and immoral war. So again, we must create social and 
political turmoil strong enough to seriously affect the war effort. 

The Bay Area is vital to the war system. Weapons are 
designed and manufactured at UC Berkeley, in Silicon Valley, 
and at Livermore Labs. Military bases, plus many international 


ban and oil company headquarters are situated in the Bay Area 
as well. We are in a unique position to disrupt “business as 
usual." Of course, since the area is economically dependent on 
the war, we will have to expect bad media and intense police 
pressure. People must be challenged to make a stand. 

TAKE DIRECT ACTION 


A. We should be identifying and targeting key actors in the war 
effort. These include especially the Fed Building, ROTC, AFRC, 
international oil companies, and weapons producers. We can 
choose from a variety of tactics including sustained blockades, 
boycotts, employee solidarity, property attack, etc. 

B. We must raise the social cost of the war. Bush must be made 
to realize that if he is going to commit to a war, then there is a 
price that he and his supporters are going to have to pay at 
home. This is a lesson learned from the anti-Vietnam war 
movement. 


C. By using militant direct action towards certain targets which 
are causing and profiting from the war, we are making the public 
take into account the role of these actors. The media purposely 
omits information tying the businesses, banks, and itself to the 
military and the war at hand. We cannot rely on the popular 
.media to educate the public auou* a larger analysis ot the war. 
Focused, responsible, direct actions help build this larger analysis. 

Militant, direct action is not for everyone. It can be scary, 
but it is necessary. We all must work together to fight against 
the abject violence of the war. Property damage is a personal 
issue. If you do not want to use these tactics, please respect the 
decisions of others. Efforts directed at appropriate property, 
designed to prevent violence to others, is legitimate, and it is non¬ 
violent. 
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